This paper will pay attention to a couple of notions that have a theological impact, have amply been discussed in the past and for some reason have recently been discussed anew. It concerns the topics of (1) Ben Sira and priesthood and (2) Ben Sira's correlation of Wisdom and Torah. The question of why Ben Sira was focused in such a way on priesthood and cult has triggered a vivid debate that has already been going on for a long time. It is all about the issue of whether Ben Sira was a priest himself or not. As a matter of fact, an early hint is already found in the colophon of the Greek translation of the book of Ben Sira. Whereas the majority of manuscripts in Sir. 50:27 have the rendering 'Jesus, son of Sirach Eleazar, the one from Jerusalem' (ὁ Ιεροσολυμίτης), in Codex Sinaiticus (prima manus) we find ἱερεύς ὁ σολυμειτης. 8 Among the advocates that Ben Sira was a priest are, for instance, Gerhard Maier, John Sawyer, Burton Mack, Helge Stadelmann, and Saul Olyan.9 Other
